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The City of Aiken’s water and sewer and stormwater infrastructure can
be seen in the downtown area and can be monitored for risk of failure

by its Innovyze software.
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Public Works talks
infrastructure with City

BY DAN BROWN
dbrown@aikenstandard.com

The City of Aiken Public Works De-
partment provided City Council with
an update on its planned infrastruc-
ture and roads projects during a work
session presentation prior to Council’s
Dec. 12 meeting

New Public Works Director Michelle
Jones presented an overview of the

work, which included the City’s infra-
structure network and planned roads
projects such as University Parkway
and the Dougherty/Whiskey Road
intersection, plus the City’s Roads
Maintenance Program.

The Public Works Department’s im-
proved ability to manage an aging city
infrastructure network is a key step in
being able to troubleshoot and more
proactively react to breakdowns and fail-

ures, according to Brad Jefferies, presi-
dent of GeoSpatial Technology Solutions
utilizingInnovyze Solutions Info Master
infrastructure management software.
Innovyze is a leading global in-
novator of business analytics soft-
ware and technologies for water and
sewer infrastructure, according to
presentation documents.

Please see INFRASTRUCTURE, Page 10A

Council
reflects on
McKenzie’s

service

BY CHRISTINA CLEVELAND
ccleveland@aikenstandard.com

When LaWana McKenzie was first
elected to Aiken County Council in
1984, she was a local school teach-
er and political
newcomer.

Mike McElhaney,
the council mem-
ber who then served
Council District
3 was running for
Council chairman,
and left the post
vacant. McKenzie —
said she then began McKenzie
receiving calls to run for office.

She also got encouragement from
current S.C. Rep. Bill Clyburn, then
herboss as principal and also an Aiken
County Council member at the time.
She also soon got the blessing from the
school district and her family.

That year, McKenzie beat out two
other opponents to win the seat in a
comfortable margin, according to a
1984 edition of the Aiken Standard.

“This came from a lot of hard work,
alot of getting out and letting people
meet you and letting them know that
you're concerned,” McKenzie told the
newspaper after her win.

In aninterview this week, she said it’s
still the people in District 3 that have
kept her in the seat over the decades.

“I mean, I just love the area I repre-
sent — the Midland Valley area, Beech
Island. Ithas changed over the years ...
but I've just always enjoyed the people
I worked with,” said McKenzie, who
also became a principal during her
time in public service.

This week marked the Democratic
Council member’s last meeting in the
post. After 32 years, she prayerfully de-
cided to retire and her term will end
on Dec. 31.

It’s a moment she has called bitter-
sweet but said she felt like it was some-
thing she needed to do, adding she’s “at
peace” with her decision.

Donning a Christmas red sweater,
decorative scarf and corsage gifted

Please see MCKENZIE, Page 10A
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Ministry aims to
combat addiction
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Inmates at the Aiken County Detention Center open their Bibles during Bible study at the jail on Friday.

Nonprofit offers hope to Aiken inmates

BY MAAYANSCHECHTER

AND CHRISTINA CLEVELAND
mschechter@aikenstandard,
ccleveland@aikenstandard.com

Those who have long awaited
a place to send their loved ones
battling drug addiction may
soon get some reprieve.

Recovery Road Ministries, a
local nonprofit aimed to pro-
vide outreach in a faith-based
recovery home for both men
and women, are hoping to help
heal members of its community

andbreak apart Aiken County’s
growing jail recidivism rate.

The organization is beyond its
infancy stage, but is currently
working to secure a home first
for men, then for women.

The seven-member board,
which includes Millbrook Bap-
tist Pastor Gary Farina, singer
Beth Spangler and Capt. Nick
Gallam, the administrator
of the Aiken County deten-
tion center, hope to fundraise
$250,000 by June 1.

Farina, the executive director
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of Recovery Road Ministries,
started the nonprofit after
providing faith-based help to
people in and out of the jail
system.

Gallam is the president of the
board and has 15 years of expe-
rienceat thejail, where he’s seen
the issue firsthand day to day.

“I would say, probably 60 to
70 percent of our jail popula-
tion is somehow affected by,
you know, drugs,” Gallam
said. “They might be here on
a burglary charge, but most of

the time it’s so they can turn
around and sell dope.”

He says national incarcera-
tion rates show the role drug
activity plays in recidivism,
meaning convicted persons
who repeatedly offend.

The recidivism rate, Gallam
said, is a hard statistic to come
up with, especially on the lo-
callevel. But he says likely more
than 50 percent inmates are re-
turning to jail.

Please see ADDICTION, Page 10A
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Addiction

from 1A

“If you look at a lot of these
drug offenders, they have an
addiction that they can’t get
over and where do they end up
typically? In the county jail,”
Gallam said.

Drug epidemic
in Aiken County

Over the years, Gallam has
seen inmates come in younger
and younger, and within the
past 10 years, methamphet-
amine has become the popular
drug of choice.

“I have one pod in this jail,
probably 75 percent of the
people in that pod ... were in
there for meth,” he said. “Actu-
al meth charges. Not burglary,
meth charges.”

A lead narcotics investiga-
tor with the Aiken County
Sheriff’s Office told the Aiken
Standard the use of narcotics
is controlled and illegal, and
the office typically sees meth-
amphetamine driving external
property crime, burglaries, car
break-ins and theft.

The statement sent through
Sherift’s Office spokesman Capt.
Eric Abdullah, also said cocaine
and marijuana have been the
motivation for many recenthome
invasions, or criminals targeting
other criminals, in the CSRA,
and opioids such as heroin and
other controlled medication that
isalso commonly abused, is seen
to drive internal family theftand
disorder.

The Sherift’s Office noted it’s
important to remember that
tobacco and alcohol kill more
people in this country every
year than all the above com-
bined, FDA and FBI statistics
in recent years report.

County narcotics officers say
meth isabused in Aiken Coun-
ty, and the area began to see
meth production, consumption
and distribution pick up in the
area between 2006 and 2008.

In the county, the Sheriff’s
Office takes a role in com-
munity policing, Gallam said,
adding, “We try to get into
these communities and help.”

To combat addiction, the
Sheriff’s Office also believes in
early intervention — elemen-
tary school to even earlier —
as well as a “strong model” to
children to follow, such as in
the home, school, church and
a community group.

“It is unfortunately com-
mon for young people in this
day and age to be exposed to
things ... that will negatively
shape their perception of what
is right/excepted,” the Sheriff’s
Office said.

Gallam said it’s probably the
goal of everyjail administrator
to try to decrease recidivism
rates adding, it would be “very
beneficial” for the jail, if even
just one or two people a year
had “a life change.”

Inmates at the Aiken County Detention Center open their Bibles during Bible study at

the jail on Friday.

It is the type of change he
believes Recovery Road would
provide.

“It’s not a program that were
going to send someone to to
dryout.It’salife change. That’s
what they have to have is a life
change to beat the addiction,”
Gallam said. “We send them
to prison and they get out, go
out to the same knucklehead
friends and the same dope
houses, they are going to end
up right back here.”

Recovery
Road Ministries

Pastor Gary Farina started
his faith-based work years
ago, when he got involved in a
similar long-term faith-based
facility in the Columbia area.

Then, afamily member would
contact Farina, he would show
up at the person’s trial and ad-
vocate to move them into the
recovery home, rather than a
jail. If the person didn’t com-
plete the recovery program, he
or she would be picked up by
probation, Farina said.

At the Recovery Road Min-
istries home, Farina said the
12-step program will offer coun-
selors, butit’snotarehabilitation
center. They won’t distribute
medication, or deal with a lot
of mental issues and will refer
people to doctors or specialists
if they have mental health is-
sues. All ages will be welcome,
but every person will have to go
through a screening process.

Sex offenders will not be
allowed in the home.

Spangler added that’s why a
screeningand initial meetingwill
be important so they get a grasp
what are all of the mitigating
factors in that person’s life.

Because the organization is
faith-based, while they are in
the program for 10 months,
organizers say they will go to
church. Farina, however, said
no one will be forced to accept
any beliefs.

“Whether they believe or not
— that’s up to them. But they
will go to church Sundays and
Wednesdays and mentored
by men and women,” he said.
“We're faith based. They don’t

have to come to my faith-based
recovery home. That’s up to
them.”

Spangler added she feels like
no matter whether people
believe what they hear when
they go to church or the Bible
studies thatare part of the cur-
riculum, there’s significance in
the fellowship, sense of com-
munity, support and love.

“... I'think a lot of these folks
coming out of these facilities
don’t feel supported,” she said.
“Tjust don’t know that someone
whoisinsuchaneed would shun
the whole idea of being a part of
this process of healing just be-
cause it’s faith based. They may.
But like Pastor Gary said, they
can choose whether to continue
those practices or beliefs.”

‘Addiction doesn’t
care about your
social standing’

Perhaps an unexpected mem-
ber of the Recovery Road Min-
istries board is Spangler, who
was connected with Farina
through a mutual friend who
has “struggled with addiction.”

Despite her appearance on
“The Voice,” her experience
is not unlike most people. She
and Farina agreed every per-
son knows at least one person
who has dealt with or has been
affected by addiction.

“Addiction doesn’t care about
your social standing. You could
be poor or you could be rich,”
Farina said.

Spangler said she also sees
this as a way of helping to
support a community that
has been so supportive of her.
Farina added she also “has the
heart for this.”

“I think there’s a stigma at-
tached to addiction and sub-
stance abuse,” Spangler said.
“And with people who don’t
know much about it or haven’t
been affected, they don’t un-
derstand why this home is so
important.”

For Gallam, too, the stories
of addiction are personal, as
members of his own family
have dealt with issues connect-
ed to drug and alcohol addic-
tion, which led many to have
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bouts of incarceration.

“There’s not a family out
there that doesn’t have some-
one with an addiction prob-
lem,” he said. “We deal with
people everyday in their worst
state, the worst day of their
life probably when they come
to jail. It’s heartbreaking. It’s
hard. I've been doing it for 15
years, and it’s hard not to get
jaded and put up a wall and be
thick-skinned. But you have to
have compassion for people.”

When Gallam walks the halls
of the jail, he reflects on his
own family.

“Thavea 13-year-old daughter.
She’s getting ready to be (impact-
ed) by peer pressure, maybe she
already is. What if she did get
addicted to drugs? I would want
her to get help,” he said.

Though support has already
been overwhelming for the
long-term recovery home, all
three — Gallam, Spangler and
Farina — know there could be
some push back to having a re-
covery home in neighborhoods
throughout Aiken County.

But, all say, would someone
rather have an addict on the
street, or getting recovery?

“It’s going to be very strictin-
side thathome,” Farina said. ...
They are recovering. They are
not using. They have already
detoxed. There will be peri-
odical drug tests. But for the
first three months it will be
very strict. They are not going
tobe able to justleave the house
and do something.”

Spangler asked, “Whatifthis
were you? What if you or your
son or someone in your family
needed help? Are you going to
turn your back on them?”

The nonprofit is currently
looking for monthly, yearly
support, that can include dona-
tions from corporations, faith-
based churches/organizations
or other nonprofits.

Donations can be made on-
line at www.recoveryroadmin-
istries.org or by mail at Recov-
ery Road Ministries, Inc., P.O.
Box 5604, Aiken, S.C. 29804.

For additional details about
Recovery Road Ministries, email
recovery.rd.ministries@gmail.
com or call 803-646-1253.

Infrastructure
from 1A

“With the new focus of the
City’s water and sewer utili-
ties being a risk-based plan-
ning approach, we can look
forward based on asset risk
scores throughout the sys-
tem and longterm forecasts
of both risk and cost,” Jeffries
said.

The new approach allows
engineers to work proactively
with high risk infrastructure
slotted for repair and replace-
ment via routine preventative
maintenance before any failure
occurs, Jeffries said.

Utilizing the Innovyze work
flow system staff can more ac-
curately evaluate the integrity
of the City’s aging infrastruc-
ture network, where some
pipelines and valves have
been in place for more than
50 years and have outlived
their life expectancy, Grinton
said.

“Last year our risk assess-
ment maps contained a lot of
gray area because we hadn’t
yet mapped the entire network.
Now, thatis nolonger the case.”

The Info Master monitoring
software allows staff to moni-
tor the City’s infrastructure
network proactively, anticipat-
ing possible failures along high
risk areas.

The City’s network of wa-
ter, sanitary sewer, sewer and
stormwater networks are
ranked by their probability of
risk failure via a color-coded
grid. Red for high risk, yellow
for medium and green for low,
Grinton said.

Infrastructure maps show
the areas of highest risk in
the downtown area due to
the age of infrastructure
pipes.

The City’s Public Works
Department operates and
maintains 284 miles of sani-
tary sewer lines, 397 miles of
water mains, 99 miles of water
lines, 171 miles of stormwater
lines and 85 miles of city roads,
Grinton said.

“Of the 284 miles of sanitary
sewer lines, 52 miles are rated
at extreme or high risk.”

The City maintains 85 miles
of roads, 153 miles of state
maintained roads, 4 miles
of county roads, 48 miles of
private roads and one mile of
private drives.

“In 2017 we will continue
with planned road resurfac-
ing based on the worst first,”
Grinton said.

Next year, the City also hopes
to hire a consultant to rate City
roads conditions to update the
Innovyze database.

In 2018, the City would use
its Innovyze data base to initi-
ate its pavement preservation
program.
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Aiken County Council Chairman Ronnie Young stands by
longtime Aiken County Council member LaWana McKen-
zie, as she is thanked for her service on County Council at
her last Council meeting Tuesday. McKenzie is retiring on
Dec. 31 after more than 30 years of service.

McKenzie
from 1A

by Council clerk Tammy Sul-
livan, McKenzie took her seat
inacommittee meeting,a work
session and finally, Council
Chambers for the last time on
Tuesday.

She was emotional but also
wore her regular smile before
she dove into Council business.

Looking back, she notes the
changes that have occurred in
the district. Some of the chal-
lenges, she said, included the
downturn of the textile mill
industry that affected District 3
like other parts of the state. She
named the closing of Bath Mill,
Seminole Mill and Clearwater
Finishing Plant.

“When they left, we ended
up with empty buildings. A lot
of times when you have empty
buildings, you have fires due to
things deteriorating,” she said.
“That was one big challenge ...
because the mills weren’t here
and those towns, the mills had
been the heart of those villages,
so when they closed those jobs
weren’t there and there were
older people that had a really
hard time finding jobs.”

Pension plans at that time
were tough, too. It ultimately
became a learning lesson, she
said.

“I'think when the mills closed
it taught our county and our
state that something had to be
done, that we had to do a better
job,” McKenzie said, “and I'm
glad things did change.”

Though there have been chal-
lenges, she also recognizes the
successes in the districtand the
county. One she named was a
sewer line in Beech Island that
goes out to Kimberly Clarke,
which she believes will be in-
strumental part of helping the
area “take off” in the coming
years.

She’s also proud of the county
fire departments working to-
gether through a mutual aid
agreement, and other work
she’s been a part of concerning
public safety. She chaired that
council committee for around
25 years.

And though it may seem triv-
ialto some, an accomplishment
she also named is getting street
signs in many of the unincor-
porated areas that did not have
them. Those signs, she said,
used to be a challenge in years
past but became a priority to
County Council and also was
aided by state government.

“We never do anything alone
in government. If you are do-
ing something alone, it’s prob-
ably not good,” McKenzie said,
candidly.

Her work with others has re-

mained a constant sentiment
for McKenzie this year. It is
something she’s shared while
being recognized at several
events after announcing she
would not seek re-election.

She’s talked about the sacri-
fices made by her family dur-
ing her time of service. And
on Tuesday, she thanked past
County employees, admin-
istrative staff members, past
County Councils and the cur-
rent County Council and its
Chairman Ronnie Young,.

That night, they got to pub-
licly return the favor.

On behalf of the Second Cir-
cuit Solicitor’s Office and the
Aiken County Sheriff’s Office,
Sheriff Michael Hunt presented
her with roses and handmade
trufflesand thanked her for her
work with public safety.

Council member Willar
Hightower said McKenzie has
high integrity and served her
district as well as any other
council person. Council mem-
ber Camille Furguiele called
her “the epitome of a role model
for any young woman or man
that looks to continue a life in
public service.” Council mem-
ber Andrew Siders said McKen-
zie has taught him alot, adding
it didn’t matter if Council didn’t
always agree.

“She did it with class,” Siders
added.

Other Council members and
Young also thanked her and
shared memories, ultimately
telling her she will be “sorely
missed.” Those words and oth-
ers touched her, she said.

Notably, McKenzie men-
tioned touching words from
Council member Chuck Smith,
who said every once in a while
you'll meet a person that you
consider selfless and LaWana,
to him, is that person.

“She has been the conscious
of this Council on many, many
things that have brought us
all to be a little more caring,
a little more concerned, to
look at things from a different
prism than we may otherwise
see from our district, look at
those who suffer more than we
do in other districts,” Smith
said.

“She’s brought a tolerance to
this Council that has just been
pervasive across the whole nine
districts that we operate in.”

Republican Danny Feagin
will fill McKenzie’s job next
year, and she said she believes
he will do a good job consid-
ering his experience on Town
Council in Burnnettown.

“AllT can tell him is love your
constituents no matter who
they are, what they’re problem
is, listen to them even if its not
a County problem, try to direct
them,” she said. “Sometimes
people just want you to listen.”
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A Family Restaurant

969 PINE LOG ROAD
(Staples Shopping Center)

IT’S MONDAY!
Your choice of one:
Country Fried Steak, Baked Chicken, Grilled Pork Chop or Salmon Patty
Served with delicious country sides

AS35-1523865-1

BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY
Mon-Sat 6am-2pm e Sun 8am-3p

www.autensofaiken.com LUNCH
803-502-1307 Mon-Sat 10:30am-2pm  Sun 10:30am-3pm
A A

Donate A Boat 4=
or Car Today!
BDE\]L';Q«.:"?QEE

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

1-800-CAR-ANGEL

www.boatangel.com
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 Shotguns, Rifles * Antiques & Collectables

Back By

Bring it and sell for free!

Register online at www.suttonmarine.com/events or Call us!

1/21/17 » 8am - 2pm ° Rain or Shine

914 Park Ave. SE ¢ Aiken

info@suttonmarine.com
Free Admission ¢ New Tackle Selection * Food Drinks & Prizes

Popular Demand!
Have old gear?

Huge Savings on Boats
& Accessories

803-648-6141

AS35-1523879-1
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